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Lesson 12 
Course 2-Teacher  Notes 
Objective:  TSW write equations for one-step word problems about comparing and elapsed time.. 

 
FORMULA:  is an equation that represents a rule or method for doing something. 
 
When solving word problems , it is helpful to understand the plot  of the word problem.  
 
Yesterday you learned about: Combining and Separating, today we are learning 2 more "plots" 
 
Another word problem plot is: Comparing 
**Comparing problems often contain words like "how much greater" or "how much less".  The number 
that describes how much greater or how much less is called the difference.   We find the difference by 
subtracting the lesser number from the greater number. 
 
Comparing Formula: 

greater - lesser = difference    →                g − l = d  

 
Example 1. 
During the day 1320 employees work at the toy factory.  At night 897 employees work there.  How many 
more employees work at the factory during the day than at night? 
 
Understand: Questions such as "how much more?" or "how many fewer?" indicate a comparison 
problem.  We use the greater-lesser-difference formula. 
 
Plan: Write an equation for the given information          g − l = d  

→ 1320 - 897 = d 
 
Solve:  1320 - 897 = 423 employees 
 
Question:  Is there a way to check to see if our answer is reasonable?  
Yes, we can estimate:  1300 - 900 = 400 
 
Example 2. 
The number 620,000 is how much less than 1,000,000? 
 
Write the formula:     1,000,000 - 620,000 = d 
 
Solve:      1,000,000 - 620,000 = 380,000 
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Another plot is called: Elapsed Time 
Elapsed time is the length of time between two points in time.  
 
Example:  Today's Date - Your Birthday = Your Age 
 
Elapsed Time Formula: 

     →      l - e = dater arlier if ferencel − e = d  

 
Example 3: 
How many years were there from 1492 to 1776?  
 
Write the formula and solve:   1776 - 1492 = 284 
 
Check:  1492 + 284 = 1776 
 
Example 4. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was 34 years old in 1963 when he delivered his "I Have A Dream" speech.  In 
what year was he born? 
 
Formula:   1963 - x = 34 
 
Solve:      1963 - 34 = 1929 
 
Answer:    He was born in 1929. 
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CW:  3-5, 7, 1, 2, 10, 22-23, 25, 29, 21, 22, 27, 28, 30  
 
HW:  6, 8-9, 11-21, 24, 26-28, 30 
 
Challenge Question:  Early Finishers pg 87 


